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A New Look at the Older Media

Printed Instructional Materials

SARA KRENTZMAN SRYGLEY

(BRARY COLLECTIONS planned today for modern secondary
L schools are quite different from those of the 1920’s and
1930’s. While they differ in including a wider variety of educa-
tional media, with projected and recorded materials now con-
sidered standard fare, they differ also in the nature and size of
their collections of printed materials and the services related to
them.

Current emphasis on innovation in education is usually ac-
companied by recognition of the importance of providing mate-
rials adequate in number and in quality for the types of teaching
and learning experiences planned. More often than not, there
is defensible concern for recognition of the potential of the newer
communication media and their best uses. There is not always
the same degree of concern for the most effective use of the older
media—books, periodicals, pamphlets, brochures, abstracts, mono-
graphs, etc. Nor is there always an understanding of the related-



ness of printed and audio-visual media, requiring in many situa-
tions a cross-media approach for best results in teaching.
Identification of the best materials for educational purposes,
ample provision of them in schools, and proper use of them in
teaching constitute a major educational challenge today. The
need for teachers to become more knowledgeable about the
printed resources available and short-cuts to locating them is the
result of two major developments. First, increasing awareness of
the individual differences in learners and the implications of
these differences for both school organization and teaching meth-
ods requires schools to make serious efforts to provide appropri-

Sara Krentzman Srygley is Associate Professor, Library School, Florida
State University, Tallahasee.
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