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I came to FSU in 1968 as a postdoctoral fellow in experimental nuclear physics 

because at that time FSU was the hottest accelerator lab in the US. FSU had recently 

installed a new accelerator and the young faculty hired as part of that effort had made 

several significant nuclear physics discoveries. 

In 1968, postdocs funded on grants were allowed to teach and I wanted to see if I 

would enjoy teaching. I had worked at a National Laboratory and knew I enjoyed 

research. I also knew that if I accepted a permanent position at a university, I would 

be required to teach. So I volunteered to teach an undergraduate class. I was assigned 

to teach a section of a one semester basic physics course and with mentoring by the 

course originator, Steve Edwards, found I very much enjoyed teaching. 

All too soon it became time to look for a permanent job. As luck would have it, the 

chair of the Physics Department was retiring and another of the senior faculty was 

going on sabbatical, thereby freeing up funds for a new position in the department. 

Senior colleagues met with the Dean, who was Bob Lawton, and proposed that the 

available funds be used to hire me. Unbeknownst to me, Dean Lawton’s daughter had 

been in my physics class and must have discussed the class with her father because 

Dean Lawton said he had heard of me. He also approved my hiring. So I joined the 

faculty in the Fall of 1971, rising to full professor in 1979, and have been at FSU ever 

since. 
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L.A. Riley, P. Adrich, T.R. Baugher, D. Bazin, B.A. Brown, J.M. Cook, P.D. Cottle, 
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