
 

 

Daisy Parker Flory  
Hall of Fame Class: 1982 (Moore-Stone Award) 
As a Florida State student, faculty member and administrator, Daisy Parker 

Flory supported this university and its athletic programs. For half a century, 
her intelligence, dignity and good sense have helped guide this institution. 
When Florida State takes the field she is always there. Former FSU President 

Dr. Bernard F. Sliger has said: “Daisy is the conscience of the university,” 
and Seminoles everywhere thank her for her devotion to her alma mater and 
to Florida State athletics. 

 



 

DAI S Y FL OR Y OBIT UAR Y  

Daisy Parker Flory Daisy Parker Flory, 91, professor 
emeritus at Florida State University, died Tuesday, 
March 7, 2006, at Westminster Oaks. A celebration of 
her life will be at 2 p.m. EST Monday at the Parry 
Center at Westminster Oaks, with a private burial at 
Roselawn Cemetery. Family will receive friends after 
the service at the Parry Center. Bevis Funeral Home 
of Tallahassee (850-385-2193) is handling 
arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made 



to FSU Foundation, P.O. Box 3062739, Tallahassee, FL 
32306-2739, or to St. John's Episcopal Church, 211 N. 
Monroe St., Tallahassee, FL 32301. A native of 
Charlotte, N.C., she came to Tallahassee in 1933 to 
attend Florida State College for Women. She retired 
from Florida State University in 1984 as dean of 
faculties, after an association with Florida State of 
more than five decades. She received her bachelor's 
degree in history from FSU in 1937 and did graduate 
work in government at the University of Virginia, 
where she received a Master of Arts in 1940 and a 
Doctor of Philosophy in 1959. Dr. Flory was the first 
woman to serve at the vice-presidential level at FSU 
after it became co-educational. A noted scholar of 
governmental affairs, she taught in the department of 
government for more than 40 years. She was a 
member of several professional and academic honor 
societies, including Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, 
Mortar Board, Phi Sigma Alpha, Phi Alfa Theta and 
Phi Gamma Mu and held national offices in many of 
them. She received the Ross Oglesby Award for 
outstanding service to FSU in 1981, the Moore-Stone 
Award for outstanding support of Florida State 
Athletics in 1982, the Herbert F. Morgan Award in 
recognition of individual service to further the 
advancement of women's athletics at FSU in 1983, the 
distinguished service Alumni Award in 1983, and the 
Seminole Award for outstanding leadership and 
service in 1984. The university established the Daisy 
Parker Flory professorship in her honor. Locally she 
was a member and past president of the Tallahassee 
Historical Society, the LeMoyne Art Foundation, the 



Tallahassee Branch of the American Association of 
University Women and the FSU Faculty Club. She was 
also a member of the Anna Jackson Chapter of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy and St. John's 
Episcopal Church. Survivors include two sisters, Mary 
Parker Burnett of Tallahassee and Nancy Parker Holt 
of Birmingham; two nieces, Mary Kay Nolan of 
Hamden, Conn., and Nancy Carol Black of Jackson, 
Miss.; and four nephews, Carey Parker Burnett of Mt. 
Pleasant, S.C., Mack Parker Holt of Washington, D.C., 
Dr. Philip Holt of Atlanta and Stephen Holt of 
Birmingham. She was preceded in death in 2002 by 
her husband, Dr. Claude Flory. 
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Daisy Parker Flory Papers 
 Collection 

Scope and Contents 

The Daisy Parker Flory Collection documents many aspects of Dr. Flory's professional life, and is valuable 

to researchers studying Florida elections, higher education in Florida, state government reorganization, 

and changes in the Florida executive and legislative branches of government from the late 1950s through 

the 1970s. 

 

The majority of the papers are subject files containing materials she used in teaching Florida Government 

classes at Florida... 

Dates 
• Created: 1929-1990 

• Other: Majority of material found in 1961-1979 

• Other: Date acquired: 02/00/1994 

Creator 
• Flory, Daisy Parker, 1915-2006 (Person) 

Conditions Governing Access 
Collection is open to all researchers. 

Conditions Governing Use 
To request permission to quote, publish, broadcast or otherwise reproduce from the archives, please 

contact Heritage & University Archives, Florida State University Libraries, Tallahassee, Florida. 

Researchers must obtain separate permission from the copyright holders of material held within 

University Archives collections for which the institution does not hold copyright. 

Biographical or Historical Information 
Daisy Parker Flory was born February 8, 1915 in Charlotte, N.C., the daughter of Julius Monrie and Daisy 

(Kidd) Parker. She attended Florida State College for Women (FSCW) in 1933, and earned her Bachelor's 

degree in History from that institution in 1937. 

 

While she attended FSCW, she was elected to the 1936-37 Mortar Board, the first national organization 

honoring senior college women. Flory was editor of the Mortar Board Quarterly from 1950 to 1956,served 

on the Katherine Wills Coleman Fellowship Committee from 1959 to 1965, and was Parliamentarian for 

https://archives.lib.fsu.edu/agents/people/5959


the Mortar Board Conventions in 1961, 1964, 1967, and 1970. In 2001, she was named the recipient of the 

Eighth Distinguished Lifetime Mortar Board Award. 

 

In 1937, she began her professional career as a teacher of government and history at Leon High School. 

Some of her students at Florida State University (FSU) included former governor Reubin Askew, former 

Supreme Court Justice Alan Sundberg, and Attorney General Jim Smith. She attended the University of 

Virginia, where she received her M.A. in Political Science in 1940 and Ph.D. in 1959. Flory came to FSCW 

in 1942, where her career took her through the academic chairs of Instructor (1942), Assistant Professor 

(1947), Associate Professor (1957), Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs (1969), and Dean of the 

Faculties (1973). In 1973, she also married Claude R. Flory, an FSU professor of English, who retired in 

June 1978. 

 

In those days, it was most unusual for a woman to serve as Dean of the Faculties, but her wisdom and the 

respect she earned from her colleagues made her a leader in the academic world. She served during a very 

difficult time of student unrest (and sometimes violence) on college campuses. As Dean of the Faculties, 

she was responsible for coordinating University-wide academic matters including faculty promotion and 

tenure, administration of faculty appointments, curricular approvals, faculty and professional development 

programs and responses to requests from the Florida Board of Regents on academic matters. 

 

As Dean of the Faculties, Flory was directed by President Bernard Sliger to secure for FSU "Title Nine 

Certification," and FSU became the first university in Florida to do so. For this achievement, she was 

elected to the FSU Athletic Hall of Fame-to the great amusement of family and friends who knew her lack 

of athletic prowess! In 1981, she received the Ross Oglesby Award for outstanding service; in 1982, the 

Moore-Stone Award for outstanding support of athletics; in 1983, the Herbert Morgan Award for 

individual service to further women's athletics and the Distinguished Service Award; and in 1984, the 

Seminole Award for outstanding leadership and service. 

 

When Flory retired at the end of 1984, a special "Daisy Parker Flory Day" was declared in her honor. 

During the festivities, the Department of Political Science, in which Flory taught a course on Florida 

Government for over 40 years, conferred upon her the title of Professor Emeritus. The University also 

established the Daisy Parker Flory Professorship in her honor. In 1986, she received an honorary Doctoral 

Degree from FSU. She was very active with The Emeritus Club (graduates of 50 years or more), serving as 

President and Program Committee Chair. She also helped the Club raise $600,000 to establish the Edward 

Conradi Eminent Professorship to honor President Conradi, who served from 1909 to 1941. 

 

For a number of years, Flory served on the Committee of Thirty whose charge is to secure funds from 

corporations, alumni, and others to support women in organized athletic activities in the Atlantic Coast 

Conference (basketball, volleyball, softball) and also to solicit increased support from the University for 

women in organized athletics. She and her husband Claude personally established a full scholarship for 

women's volleyball. 

 

Flory has been a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Pi Sigma Alpha, Phi Alpha Theta, and Pi 

Gamma Nu. She has been President of the Tallahassee Branch of AAUW and the Tallahassee Historical 

Society, Secretary of the Southern Political Science Association, and a member of the Governor's Study 

Committee on Personnel. Even at 86, she still attended the meetings of the Sesquicentennial Committee 

on her campus, planning for the celebration of FSU's 150th Anniversary Celebration on January 24, 2001. 

 

Flory also served the residents of Westminster Oaks, a retirement community where she and her husband 

lived. She provided outstanding speakers for their Friday night Lecture Series and for the Women's 



Breakfasts, such as FSU Eminent Professor Dr. Leo Sandon, nationally-known professor of religion; Dr. 

William Warren Rogers, well-known writer of southern and regional history; Dr. James O'Brien, a 

meteorologist nationally-known for his research on the weather phenomena El Nino and La Nina, as well 

as hurricanes; Dr. Donald Horward, internationally-known expert on Napoleonic strategy who has taught 

at FSU and at West Point on Napoleonic campaigns; and former Governor Reuben Askew, a former Flory 

student and now Eminent Professor. 

 

Her writings include: 

 

- Background for Public Decision-Making 

 

- Proceedings of the Pre-Session Conference for Florida Legislators held at the Florida State University, 

January 26-28, (Tallahassee, Fla: Institute of Governmental Research, The Florida State University 1967) 

 

- Executive Branch in the Florida Constitution, Prepared for the Florida Constitution Revision 

Commission (Created by Senate Bill No. 977, Approved June 24, 1965) (Tallahassee, Fla: Institute of 

Governmental Research, The Florida State University, 1966) 

 

- The Florida Executive and Constitutional Revision (Tallahassee, Fla.: Institute of Governmental 

Research, The Florida State University, 1967) 

 

- John Milton, Governor of Florida (Thesis: Honors Paper, Florida State University, 1937). 

 

FSU's Reichelt Oral History Program includes a recorded interview (with transcript), with Claude and 

Daisy Parker Flory. 

See less 
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